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Local Entrepreneurs Celebrate Business Training and Marriage of Ideas 
 

It’s not often that entrepreneurs in the business of books, a laundromat and 

expresso bar, locally raised food and soup counter, unique gifts and party favors, 

and tool repairs discover common ground, much less find a reason to celebrate a 

shared accomplishment.   On the other hand, it should hold no surprise, as 

Staunton enjoys a reputation as a creative community, in part due to the efforts 

of its local entrepreneurs, artists, educators and cultural centers, and the recently 

formed non-profit Staunton Creative Community Fund, Inc.  (SCCF).   

 

On Wednesday, October 8 at noon, local entrepreneurs from George Bowers 

Grocery, The Dirty Bean, Celebrate!, Bookworks, and Charlie’s Tool Repair will 

be celebrating the completion of a four-week business training session offered by 

SCCF at the newly opened Bookworks, located at 101 W. Beverley Street.  The 

business training offered by SCCF, known as CORE FOUR®, was conducted 

over four consecutive Wednesday evening sessions to fit the schedules of the 

entrepreneurs.  The participating entrepreneurs soon discovered that they had 

much more in common than developing their business plans and fine-tuning their 

marketing, cashflow management, and operational strategies.  They used the 

time during the training sessions to exchange ideas to strengthen their own and 

each other’s businesses.   It became a marriage of entrepreneurs and ideas, 

including, literally, a marriage of two entrepreneurs, Ron and Angie Ramsey who 

run their respective shops two blocks from each other.
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 “While we join others in wishing Ron and Angie Ramsey lifelong happiness, and 

make no claims of nuptial bliss for future CORE FOUR® trainees,” said Tony 

Smith, “we can attest to the new partnership bonds established by our local 

entrepreneurs, and the 80% success rate that the CORE FOUR® business 

training program has enjoyed throughout the United States.”  Other CORE 

FOUR® training completion recipients include Will and Christie Wright, Katherine 

McCaskey, Brian Wiedemann, and Charles Cubbage. 

 

Bookworks was chosen as the site for the CORE FOUR® completion awards 

ceremony to highlight how the entrepreneurs have begun to think out of the box 

in terms of collaborative marketing.  Dirty Bean coffee will be available to 

Bookworks customers, as well as items from Celebrate! and George Bowers 

Grocery.   Bookworks’ owner Ron Ramsey states that “we specialize in 

convenience and service for our customers, one of the important lessons we 

learned in our business training for creating and keeping repeat customers.” 

 

Several thousand entrepreneurs have successfully completed the CORE FOUR® 

training, according to statistics maintained by the Northeast Entrepreneur Fund 

(NEF) that received the President’s award in 1998 for excellence in 

entrepreneurial training.   CORE FOUR® has been dubbed “The Entrepreneur’s 

Bible” by many of its advocates who find it to be an indispensable learning tool 

for both novice and experienced entrepreneurs.    

 

SCCF will be offering its second round of CORE FOUR® business training 

starting on Wednesday, October 15th and each of the following three 

Wednesdays through November 5th.  Classes will be held at SCCF’s offices at 9 

S. Augusta Street, from 6 pm to 8:30 pm.  Enrollment is limited, so pre-

registration is encouraged.  Registration and information about CORE FOUR® 

business training may be found on SCCF’s website at www.stauntonfund.com, or 

by calling 540-213-0333. 
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